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In recent years our General Assemblies have 
been torn with strife. The Union issue, and lately 
the Race issue have caused bitter feelings. The 
lines have been drawn at every meeting, and the 
views of men on these issues have often been the 
sole criterion of their ability or lack of ability 
to serve on major committees and handle the affairs 
of the church. There have been midnight meetings 
of different factions to plan strategy, and to con- 
trol the thinking and voting of commissioners, and 
the appointment of important committees. The 
harm done to our church is beyond estimation. 
While we have made some progress through these 
years, at least statistically, we have certainly fallen 


far short of our hopes and expectations. 


p 
rayer 


This is an earnest prayer that our Assembly 


this year will table all controversial matters, and 


present a united front as we move forward in 
evangelism, in missions, in education, in steward- 
ship ;—yes, as we seek to make the “Forward with 
Christ’”” movement a power in our church life and 
ministry. The needs of the world are so great 
that there is opportunity for every denomination, 
and every Christian, to give of his best to the 


Master. 


Members of the Assembly, give us peace, so that 
we shall be able to move forward and meet our 


—C. G. McC. 


God-given responsibilities. 


See Special on Wembley Meetings by L. Nelson Bell—Pages 20 - 21. 


PAA AAA APP PP FPF SPP SSS FPS SSS SOS SOS SSS SSS OSS SSS SOS SSS OSS SSS 


VOL. XIV NO. 5 


$2.50 A YEAR 








THE SOUTHERN 


Mr. Frank M. Akers, Jr. 

Mr. Richardson Ayres 

Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Sec’y-Treas. 
Mr. William Cannon 

Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 
Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. 

Mr. Chas. C. Dickinson, Chairman 
Mr. Hugh Dickson 





PRESBYTERIAN 


The Journal has no official connection with the Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor.............. 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Associate Editor........... 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


hi oineteascbuiediehiaaniniiibihctickienticanaiael Weaverville, N.C. 
ae ee | Ley EROS Asheville, N.C. 


Mr. Chalmers W. Alexander Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Rev. W. W. Arrowood, D.D. Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. Rev. Chas. G. McClure, D.D. Rev. George Scotchmer 

Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. Dr. J. Park McCallie Rev. Wade C. Smith 

Rev. B. Hoyt Evans Rev. John Reed Miller, D.D. Rev. Cary N. Weisiger, III, D.D. 
Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. Rev. J. Kenton Parker Rev. W. Twyman Williams, D.D. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Dr. H. E. Dustin 
Mr. S. Donald Fortson 
Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. 
Mr. W. Gettys Guille 
Mr. A. C. Hamilton, Jr. 
Mr. Paul Hastings 
Rev. R. E. Hough, D.D. 
Mr. Horace Hull 





JOURNAL 


Mr. Kenneth Keyes 

Mr. T. Walker Lewis 

Mr. T. S. McPheeters 

Rev. T. A. Painter, D.D. 

Mr. V. G. Philips 

Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Mr. Milton Scott 

Mr. A. R. Shaw 

Mr. Mark K. Wilson, Jr. 











PPLE ECPPLO LO LCE LL OP LOLOL PLE LOL LLL OE 


qorr 
; EDITORIALS 





What Will The General 
Assembly Be Like? 


This could be the greatest assembly in our history. 
We pray that it may be. Today, the prayer cal- 
endar asks us to pray that it may be filled with 
the Holy Spirit. 


Three factors could contribute to this important 
and highly desirable end. First, the pre-assembly 
conference on Evangelism which already appears 
to be the spreading of a “feast of fat things”. 
Everyone privileged to attend should leave with his 
heart warmed with more love to God and a burn- 
ing flame of desire to reach the unsaved of his 
community and the world. Our “Bill” McCorkle 
and his committee have provided leaders who are 
calculated to stir and to stimulate to the limit. 
Practical workable plans to enlist the unharnessed 
folks of our churches in becoming the glorious wit- 
ness to our fellow men out of Christ will be in 
evidence. Thrilling examples of men led out into 
a clear-cut experience of our Lord and Saviour 
as their very own are to be expected. Truly, the 
conference should lead all of us on to “higher 
ground” in the main business entrusted by our 
Lord to His Disciples. Brethren, let us pray to 
this end. 


A second factor of inspiring value, beyond 
words, is a further consideration of our ‘Forward 
with Christ” movement. This is not separated from 
the first but each is part of the other. To move 
forward with our Lord is a thought that stirs the 
profoundest depths of our beings. To fellowship 
with Him means true enlargement and progress 
along all lines of spiritual endeavor. To work, to 
study, to pray, to witness, to give, with all our 
might must be our constant endeavor. Not only 
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to reach goals set by our Sessions and Planning 
Committees for larger statistical results but also 
to seek for a “closer walk with God” is a part of 
this whole movement. It is believed by some to 
be the greatest program our church has ever been 
engaged in. It. is spiritually enriching when con- 
sidered from all angles. 


The third factor could be the appearance of a 
new spirit of unity in our midst. We have been 
harassed, if not torn asunder by the “union issue”. 
Our church has finally voted and the verdict has 
been clearly announced by a large majority. Some 
say the will of Christ has been “thwarted” rather 
than done. If we mistake not, these are the very 
persons who told certain others to abide by the 
decision of the Church when it should vote for 
union. Perhaps it might be a spirit of presumption 
for anyone to be sure that they are on the “right 
side.” Mavbe this is too much to claim, whatever 
we may think about the issue. Can we not try 
unity to see what it could do under the hand of 
Almighty God? After all, we are brethren in the 
cause of Christ for a witness the world sorely 
needs. Will it not be favorably impressed when 
it learns that Southern Presbyterians are no longer 
in conflict among themselves, but working together 
in the Spirit of Christ for the building of the King- 
dom of God? Brethren, let us go the second mile 
that this goal may be achieved. We shall continue 
to pray that this may be the greatest General 
Assembly ever gathered in our Lord’s name, Amen. 


—R. W. C. 


The Miracle of Wembly 
By L. Nelson Bell 


Chat which God is doing at Wembley can only 
ve understood as a marvelous and supernatural 
manifestation of His saving grace. Tonight I saw 
the most amazing and moving spectacle | have 
ever seen, and yet, those who have attended the 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 











k 
x 
a 
a 








— 


a 









ng 
[sO 


ot 


en 
n- 


en 


las 
ne 
er 
Ty 
he 
for 
on 
rht 
yer 
ry 
of 
+he 
ely 
len 
rer 
ler 
1g- 
ile 
jue 
ral 
en. 


nly 
ral 
aw 
ave 
the 


PT neo 


| 





ee ee ee o 











four previous meetings say it has been the same 
each night—over 3,000 souls each night going 
forward to register their decision for Christ. 


Tonight I sat in the royal box, surrounded by 
members of the royal family and connections, and, 
unobtrusively also by men from Scotland Yard. 
Before stretched the magnificent playing field of 
Wembley and surrounding in a great oval the 
stands with their tiered seats. 100,000 can be 
seated and it seemed practically full despite a cold 
wind blowing and the thermometer standing at 
47. On previous nights almost as large crowds have 
sat or stood in driving rain to hear the message 
and to register, each night, more than had accepted 
the Lord on the day of Pentecost. 


The sermon, on the text, “And Pharoah hard- 
ened his heart,” was the acme of simplicity. When 
the invitation was given it was one simple short 
request for men and women to come forwaid to 
accept Christ as Savior and Lord. The invitation 
took less than one minute by actual timing and 
before it was over people were streaming forward 
by the hundreds. At this writing the number is 
not known but it could not have been less than 
4,000. 1 saw two of the thousands of cards signed, 
“Decision to Accept Christ as Savior” ( a first 
time decision for Him), and they were signed by 
Sir . and Lady , a man 
whose name and picture has been in many maga- 
zines and papers in the past year. 





Assisting these new converts were 2,100 trained 
counsellors and it was thrilling to learn that 400 
of them were men and women who just a year 
ago had made their own decisions for Christ at 
Harringay and who have already themselves led 
many to Christ. 


Before and after the meeting | talked to four 
of Britain’s outstanding Christian leaders. They 
all say this is a most marvelous climax to ‘what 
God started at Harringay and has_ continued ever 
since. Each, in his own way, stated that this move- 
ment has continued to be a growing and widening 
influence for spiritual awakening and that what 
is taking place at Wembley and in London as 
a whole, is a miracle. Contacts and deep interest 
are being shown in circles about which we may 
not write. 


God has gripped London—pray that the fire 
may spread. 





(See article on pages 20 & 21 for later report 
on Wembley.) 


Reforming the Reformed 


The next Presbyterian step in the march towards 
ecumenicity (American style), if taken, will be 
to change the Creed. Indeed already, intimations 
of this have been bruited about. Over against this, 
there appears to be nothing, absolutely nothing, 
which ancient or modern scholarship has brought 
to light, to require change. Therefore come the 
questions: who? and why? The answers may be 
combined. They are neither difficult nor remote. 


If perchance any has uneasy conscience by rea- 
son of mental reserve even while swearing al- 
legience to the creed, with the most sacred vows, 
he will be glad for a change. Or any who has 
developed exception to a vital point, but refrains 
from confessing to Presbytery, as according to 
oath at ordination, he will find change desirable. 
And all who may wish for a general ecclesiastical 
combine which would necessarily call for minimum 
and vague doctrine, they would welcome change. 
Also all who hold the Bible to be only a book 
while at the same time they think the Word of 
God to be something different and far more ample 
and grand (in contradiction of the plain statements 
of the Westminster Confession), they will cast 
vote for change. And all who believe that God’s 
acts constitute revelation, and that the words of 
Scripture cannot be equated with the Word of 
God (which latter the Bible plainly teaches), they 
will sue for change. Then finally, all who ac- 
cept the “historical” criticism of liberalism, un- 
willing to be intellectually cramped by confirma- 
tion to antiquated doctrinal symbols—they will be 
on the side of change. 


But where would the change be made? Would 
it touch the Virgin Birth? Would Sovereignty 
be thrown out? Or Election? Or Preterition? 
The Vicarious Atonement? The Second Coming? 
How? ‘The Presbyterian creed is concatenated: it 
is composed of links as in a chain. It is like the 
old-time fascinators our mothers made: pull one 
thread, and all comes apart! 


Just here—a most vital and interesting thing. 
Presumably all Christian creeds have Scriptural 
origin, with the Bible as their general foundation. 
It were then an apparently easy matter to change 
a creed—a human document of historical and 
sentimental value. But before the deed is done, 
there is one unique fact about our creed to be 
noted, whatever may be true or untrue about 
others: The Westminster Symbols are premedi- 
tatedly and purposely and confessedly and actually 
built entirely on Scripture. Even the “good and 
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necessary inferences” are above suspicion of being 
what men have thought or have fondly wished 
to be true. 


One can be reasonably certain that the first 
item to be changed will be that part in our creed 
which relates to the Bible. The following is our 
guess as to what would be substituted for the 
whole of Chapter I: “The Bible, despite contra- 
dictions and duplicates and outmoded science and 
parallel accounts and myths and unhistorical data 
and low moral standards, is the most remarkable 
book ever developed and handed down by 
mortal man; and, handled with enlightened 
conscience and reverent critical study and true in- 
tellectual insight, will forever continue to be one 
of the bet aids to the spiritual life of the human 
race.” This will altogether relieve any trouble 
with the creed: it will also witness the dissolution 
of the Presbyterian Church. 


In such circumstances as now obtain, we de- 
voutly trust that the present General Assembly 
will sound no uncertain note regarding fundamental 
truth. As God is timeless, so it is with His Revela- 
tion, the Bible. 


seventeenth 


Our creed comes to us from the 
century of the Christian Era. But 
inasmuch as its content is Scriptural, any exception 
to the such consent, readily may become objection 
to the Word of God. Truth is independent of 
time, eternal. Being desirous of creedal change 
may be symptomatic only of radical change in the 
desirous. —R. F. G. 





Fundamentals for Fathers 


Father’s Day is an annual affair; but fatherhood 
is freighted with perennial responsibility. Much 
good can be accomplished by reminding ourselves 
of those obligations which devolve upon us as hus- 
bands and fathers. Perhaps we can best pin-point 
these fundamentals of fatherhood by establishing 
our proper relationship to the most basic institution 
of society—the home. Within the narrow confines 
of this article we shall have opportunity but to 
plant some seed thoughts which you can cultivate 
for yourselves in the garden of your own minds. 
We approach our subject along three avenues: 


1. The father as the affectionate head of the home. 
In the hierarchy of the household the husband is 
properly the pope or “papa”. Or to change the 
figure, on the ship of matrimony the husband is 
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captain. This does not mean that he will not value 
the counsel of the wife, who in our analogy is first 
mate. Frequently, friend wife comes forth with 
excellent advice for keeping the marital ship on an 
even keel. But the final directives are the respon- 
sibility of the captain—the husband. 

The Scriptures are most emphatic at this point, 
“Wives submit yourselves unto your own husbands, 
as unto the Lord. For the husband is head of the 
wife even as Christ is Head of the Church.” (Eph. 
5 :22,23.) Of course, any idea of harsh dictator- 
ship is precluded by the complementary statement: 
‘Husbands love your wives even as Christ also loved 
the church and gave Himself for it.””. (Eph. 5:25). 
Thus, we men are not intended to be mere mas- 
culine appendages around the home, but are to 
provide the leadership, cut the pattern and _ set 
the pace with respect to all the activities of the 
family. The father’s position and office, calls for 
the respect and obedience of the other members of 
the household. Such privilege and prestige involves 
a high sense of responsibility and standards of con- 
duct worthy of one who is placed at the head of 
the institution which ranks second only to the 
Church in earthly importance. Headship of the 
home supposes that a man have a head and use 
it under God’s guidance to provide the most help- 
ful and inspiring kind of leadership for his own 
household. 

2. The breadwinner for the home. 
Excepting emergency circumstances the husband 
should be the chief and sole bread-winner of the 
home (until of course, such time as the children 
become old enough to share in this responsibility). 
The homes most characterized by divorce are, sig- 
nificantly in 75°, of the cases, homes where the 
wife works. And the mother who for the sake of 
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a few extra luxuries leaves the watch-care of her 
household for secular employment and permits 
children to come home to an empty house day 
after day—not only cuts herself off from a large 
measure of family enjoyment, but many times is 
directly responsible for the delinquency of her chil- 
dren. Moreover, the husband who countenances 
such an arrangement is often responsible for a 
mild but harmful type of abnormal psychosis in 
the wife. He brings home the bacon. She brings 
home the bread. But the bread becomes increasing- 
ly important in her eyes and the bacon begins to 
shrivel (like many current brands) into relative 
insignificance. It soon becomes “My bread and our 
bacon.”” There sets in a wifely adaptation of the 
old philosophy that whoever pays the piper calls 
the tune. Thus because of a divided leadership 
there arises marital disharmony. Then, too, there 
are other factors adversely affecting working 
wives—nervous and physical strain, an “away-from- 
home” center of interest, and general disarrange- 
ment of family routine—all of which tend to 
generate domestic tension. The husband is ideally 
the sole bread-winner of the home and the wife 
a chaste keeper of the home. (Titus 2:5). Despite 
the flair for feminism and the tendency for women 
to compete for typically male employment, home- 
making remains the greatest and most challenging 
vocation for womanhood. 





3. The father as priest of the home. It is ap- 
parent from the whole sweep of Christian teach- 
ing that the husband whom God makes the head 
of the home under the intended Headship of Christ 
should take the lead in spiritual as well as temporal 
matters. This, of course, he cannot do without 
having accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his per- 
sonal Saviour and Sin-bearer. We affirm that a 
father however indulgent, however kind and pa- 
ternal, has given his children nothing of real and 
abiding worth until he has given them a Christian 
home where Christ is looked to as Redeemer and 
Lord. Every material benefit has the potential of 
becoming a curse if it fails to come under the 
blessed Sovereignty of the crucified, risen, coming 
again Saviour. The father is properly the priest 
in the home under one great High Priest—the Lord 
Jesus Christ. His household is his parish and 
within its parochial boundaries he must not only 
live Christ, but seek through family Bible-study, 
prayer, and Christian counsel, to instill a knowl- 
edge of “the life more abundant” (without which 
ife is in vain) in the hearts of his cherished 
arishioners—his own children. We need to raise 
n every home the family altar. Don’t leave the 
nost important of all the benefits you can bestow 
pon your children to your wife, to the church, 
r to the Sunday school teacher. Premise your dis- 

pline, your social activities, your entire home- 
fe upon Biblical principles. Make Christ the truly 
wereign Head of your home; then your life and 
our role as a father will have the eventual praise 

f your children, your wife, your fellowmen, and 
our God, —G. S. 
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In Re The General Assembly 


By Rev. T. P. Horger, Jr. 


As we Commissioners are getting ourselves ready 
to attend the next meeting of the General Assem- 
bly, we would do well to think of Prov. 3:6: “In 
all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall 
direct thy paths.”’ Before we think, speak, or act, 
this text should be repeated and deeply felt. 


In looking over the list of the Commissioners, 
| feel that it would not only be bad taste, but 
futile for any Commissioner to prepare himself 
for an Ecclesiastical Olympic, for he will not 
be cheered from the grandstand or the bleachers. 
If any one has been so honored by his Presbytery 
as to be elected as a Commissioner to the General 
Assembly, he should leave personal pride and self- 
ishness at home, and not be able to find them when 
he returns. 


Let us remember that no Commissioner can do 
anything worthwhile, unless God puts His sanction 
upon it. Our works, the works of the flesh, are 
as “filthy rags.” We have read “how the mighty 
have fallen,” when they disobeyed God in order 
to have their own way. “Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

Let us not be puppets of human intrigue, but 
true servants of God, 





Wembly Stadium Opening 
By GEORGE BURNHAM 


London A bitter, bone-chilling wind swept 
across the historic turf of London’s Wembley Sta- 
dium on a cloudy Saturday (May 14) evening 
as 70,000 gathered to hear Evangelist Billy 
Graham. Americans now enjoying the spring sun- 
shine would not have gone to an open stadium 
on a typical December day to hear a preacher. 
But Americans are not as hungry or as disciplined 
as the people of England. Years of war and aus- 
terity have left their mark on the hardy people of 
this tiny island. 


The beautiful stadium, where the sports cham- 
pions of the world have performed, was immacu- 
late down to the rolled red cinders of the speed- 
way track. Signs pointed “To the Bars” and “To 
the Tote” for drinking and gambling, but these 
places were out of business for a night. A long 
red carpet was stretched all the way across the 
emerald turf from in front of the royal box to 
the speaker’s platform. Two weeks ago Queen 
Elizabeth sat in the box for the cup final soccer 
match. On this night, Mrs. Ruth Graham from 
Black Mountain, N. C., sat in the box with her 
10-year-old daughter, Virginia. 


A rustling went through the crowd as Billy 
stepped out onto the carpet with the Bishop of 
Barking, who wore his familiar knee britches. Billy 
had a splitting headache. He had looked forward 
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to the meeting with “fear and trembling, utterly 
dependent upon Almighty God.” 


A paralyzed woman with a radiant face, who 
had prayed long for this night, was lying flat on 
a push cart near the platform. Billy was almost 
past before he caught a glimpse of her amid the 
crowd. He walked over and clasped her hand 
saying, “God bless you.”” She beamed. 

Sitting in front 
boys” (zuit suit hoodlums) from the heart of 
London’s gangland. Dressed in long coats and 
drainpipe trousers, they nervously fingered their 
string ties. The leader, a powerfully built youth 
with razor scars on one side of his face said, “We 
heard this Graham bloke could put over the spiel. 
We wanted to see if 
television.” 


row seats were four “teedy 


he was just as good as on 


Associate Evangelist Grady Wilson read the 8th 
Psalm with his voice bouncing all over the vast 
stadium, as technicians hurriedly tried to work 
the bugs out of the public address system. Words 
of welcome and praise were given by the Bishop 
of Barking and the Rev. F. D. Copeland-Simmons, 


moderator of the Free Church Federal Council. 
Soloist George Beverly Shea sang “Were You 
There When They Crucified My Lord.” Not a 


heard from the 70,000 as 
America’s most famous gospel singer breathed the 
stirring words. Music Director Cliff Barrows, who 
handles thousands of singers with effortless ease, 
led the throng in singing “The Lord’s Prayer.” 
The booming words could be heard for miles around. 


whisper could be 


A cold rain began to pepper down as the people 
sang. Umbrellas went up and raincoats went on. 
But few left. The rain stopped shortly after Billy 
went to the mike. With every breath a little puff 
of smoke came from his mouth. Because of the 
frigid weather he wore a fawn raglan raincoat, a 
plain blue suit, and galoshes over his shoes. 


He didn’t leave the people in doubt for a mo- 
ment about where he stood and what he would 
preach during the coming seven days at Wembley. 
“This is the work of God, not Billy Graham. | 
have come here again to preach the same message 
I preached last year at Harringay. I have come 
to give you the Bible warning that you must be 
born again or you will never see the Kingdom of 
Heaven. I have come to say that unless ye be 
converted ye shall likewise perish. I am deter- 
mined to know nothing among you save Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified.” 


A Bible quotation in enormous letters covered 
the face of the race indicator at one end of the 
stadium. It said, “I am the way, the truth and 
the life.” Billy glanced at the quotation and said, 
“That is my text. Those are the words of Jesus. 
He didn’t say, ‘I am a way’. He said, ‘I am the 
way. No man cometh to the Father but by me.’” 


He carefully explained the universality of sin, 
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and the cure for sin- 
Jesus Christ. He said, “Jesus can lift every burden 
and enable you to walk out of Wembley Stadium 
a new person, but it takes more than a head knowl 
edge. You must confess your sin and be willing 
to turn from it. You will never be able to under 
stand how it happens, but it does. It happened 
to me. And it has happened to thousands of 
others. You accept Christ by faith. If you could 
understand it all, there would be no need for 
faith.” 


the consequences of sin 


Billy asked the people to get up out of their 
seats, walk quietly forward and stand in front 
of the platform. A trickle started, but in mo- 
ments a great stream was flowing forward. The 
surge continued until over 3,500 stood on Wem 
bley’s green turf. 


The four teedy boys didn’t go forward. They left 
their seats and walked quietly out of the stadium. 
There were no smart cracks. They were thinking. 
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Dr. Henry Dendy, Editor 
Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, North Carolina 


Dear Dr. Dendy: 


| have just received a letter from Dr. Joseph 
\l. Garrison, of Greensboro, North Carolina, 
stating that he was releasing for publication an 
article enclosed in the letter. In the article he 
makes the request that I publicly produce facts 
to substantiate a general statement made in a recent 
irticle of mine which was published in the South- 
ern Presbyterian Journal. 


Since the Journal is involved to the extent that 
it contained my article, I will appreciate it if 
you will print the enclosed article by Dr. Gar- 
rison and my answer which he requested to be 
made publicly. 


Thanking you very much for your consideration 
in this matter, | am 


Sincerely yours, 


Paul D. Hastings 


“To the Presbyterian Outlook 


Reference is made to an article in the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal entitled, “The Committee on 
Co-operation and Union Must be Dissolved,” 
under the date of April 27th, 1955. This article 
has been reprinted and is now being privately 
circulated. 


What I have to say has nothing to do with 
either the continuation of the committee or its 
dissolution. The thing I am concerned about is 
that this article is based on a glaring generalization 
that cannot be supported by facts. This is the 
generalization | refer to: “the overwhelming ma- 
jority of our members of the church have clearly 
indicated they are opposed to union . . . etc,” 


The time has come in our church for us to talk 
sense, act like Christians, and deal in facts. Re- 
spectfully and publicly I am herewith requesting 
the author of this article to substantiate the claim 
he has made with the facts. It is a fact, I think, 
that no survey has been made by anyone to deter- 
mine what the majority of our members think 
about the question of union. It is impossible for 
people to do sound thinking when the initial 
premise proposed as a basis for thinking is based 
m any such generalization as I have quoted. 


This same generalization appears in two other 
issues of the Southern Presbyterian Journal for 
May 4th, and May IIth, according to the re- 
prints being privately circulated. The author of 
these articles has a right to oppose union as vig- 
JUNE 
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orously as he may desire. What he has to say, 
however, should be read in the light of the fact 
that his argument is premised on a generalization 
which is not supported by facts. 


The Commissioners to the General Assembly and 
the membership of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.., 
face a serious responsibility in decisions which lie 
ahead. They must distinguish clearly between opin- 
ions and facts. I don’t know how the majority 
of our members would vote, but I do know that 
the 5,434 votes cast in the Presbyteries, which is 
the basis on which the General Assembly will act, 
represents a very small percentage of our 27,459 
ruling elders plus our 3,197 ministers, to say 
nothing of our 780,853 members.” 


Reidsville, N. C. 
May 21, 1955. 


Dr. Joseph M. Garrison 


Greensboro 
North Carolina 


Dear Dr. Garrison: 


| want to thank you for your letter of May 19 
and a copy of an article which you state you 
are releasing for publication. In your article you 
disagree with my statement that “the overwhelm- 
ing majority of our members of the church have 
clearly indicated they are opposed to Union 
etc.” You then state: “Respectfully and publicly 
| am herewith requesting the author of this article 
to substantiate the claim he has made with the 
facts.” 


First, I would like to remind you of the fact 
that your own personal position has been that 
the members of the Church have no right and 
should not attempt to express their views on union 
even in a straw vote. While you were serving 
as Moderator of Orange Presbytery, and before 
the presbytery voted on the issue, you released the 
following statement which was published in the 
September 27, 1954, issue of the Greensboro Rec- 
ord as follows: 


“We would remind you that the Presbyterian 
form of Church government, and in particular the 
nature of the Presbytery, places full responsibility 
on the duly elected representatives of the congre- 
gations. We, therefore, strongly advise sessions 
against actually voting on the issue and to thereby 
be attempting to instruct a representative. And, 
since voting on the matter of union at this time 
is to be restricted to the duly elected representatives 
of the congregation, the elder and the minister, 
we strongly advise against putting this matter to 
a congregational vote for the purposes of seeking 
to instruct the session.” 


From all indications, your views as expressed 
above were in general those of the pro-union leaders 
as a whole, although there were a few exceptions. 
In spite of this, many sessions and congregations 
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did take a straw vote on the issue, and among 
those publishing the results were:: 


Congregations voting against Union: 


South Highland Church, Birmingham, Alabama, 
246-45. 


First Church, Columbia, South Carolina, 126-31. 
First Church, Athens, Georgia, 188-121. 

Second Church, Salisbury, N. C., 104-32. 

First Church, Columbus, Georgia, 191-111. 
First Church, ‘Toccoa, Georgia, 64-16. 

First Church, Flemington, Georgia, 51-21. 


Sessions voting against Union: 


North Avenue Church, Atlanta, Georgia, 22-0. 

Caldwell Memorial Church, Charlotte, N. C., 
14-1. 

Mt. Zion Church, Rose Hill, N. C., 6-1. 

Carrollton Church, New Orleans, La. Unani- 
mous. 

Adams Memorial Church, Gastonia, N. C. 


Unanimous. 
First Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
Montpelier Church, Wagram, N. C. 
First Church, Fountain Inn, S. C. 
Second Church, Greenville, S. C. 
West End Church, Hopewell, Va. 


First Church, Memphis, Tennessee. Unanimous. 


Unanimous. 


Hyde Park Church, Tampa, Florida. Unanimous. 
Mooresville, N. C. Elders & 
Unanimous. 


Shearer Church, 
Deacons. 


500 ministers and laymen from the Synod of 
South Carolina meeting in the First Church, Co- 
lumbia, South Carolina, on August 8, 1954, voted 
unanimously against Union. 


I recall only two published reports of sessions 
voting for Union, and both of these were by Fed- 
erated Churches in border states that 
to both the Northern and Southern 
Churches. 


belonged 
resbyterian 
Presbyter 


The Presbyterian Outlook conducted a poll of 
every minister and clerk of session in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church as to whether they were for 
or against Union, and the results from all that 
answered were published in the May 31, 1954, 
issue as follows: The ministers voted 1145-499 
for Union, and the clerks of sessions voted 949-556 
against Union. All known information and facts 
substantiate this poll in that a majority of the min- 
isters in our Church favor Union and a majority 
of the elders oppose Union. . 


Our own presbytery of Orange voted by secret 
ballot; therefore there is no actual record of how 
many elders in Orange Presbytery voted for Union. 
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However, I am sure that you are as well awar: 
of the fact as I am that 45 of the 67 minister 
are classified as being in favor of Union. Since 
only 52 votes were cast for Union when Orang 
Presbytery voted, certainly this would indicate tha 
very few elders representing the 78 churches vote: 
for Union. Therefore, the 64-52 vote against Unio 
by Orange Presbytery did not show a true pictur 
of how overwhelmingly the members of Orang: 
Presbytery are opposed to Union. This same situa 
tion existed in many other presbyteries. 


The actual vote of the Presbyteries showed 
majority of the Presbyteries opposed to Union, 
majority of all the votes by the ministers and 
elders opposed to Union, and that the presbyterie 
voting against Union contained a majority of the 
members of the Church. During the past 18 months 
| have traveled over our entire General Assembl 
and from these personal contacts I am thoroughly) 
convinced that the overwhelming majority of the 
members of our Church are opposed to Union and 


have indicated such IN THE FEW WAYS IN 


WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN GIVEN AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS THEM 
SELVES. 


When the fact is considered that probably never 
before in the history of any denomination with 
a majority of the ministers and the organized lead- 
ership of a denomination trying by every means 
possible to sell the members of a Church at the 
grass roots “a bill of goods’ and failing so com- 
pletely as indicated by the vote of the Church, 
what other sensible conclusion could any person 
come to except that an overwhelming majority 
of the members of our Church are opposed to 
Union? 
with you fully that, “The time has 
come in our Church for us to talk sense, act like 
Christians, and deal in facts.”” It has always been 

kind of church affairs 
a matter of judgment it 
there is a strong minority opposed to let the matter 


I agree 


a wise procedure in any 
when an issue is purely 


drop in order to keep peace and harmony in the 
Church, Certainly such a procedure would be 
even wiser when a strong MAJORITY IS OP.- 
POSED. There is every indication to believe that 
if the church is not allowed to have peace on the 
Union issue, the end results will not be union, 
but the destroying of a denomination which has 
been used as a fruitful instrument in God’s hands 
in the building of His Kingdom. 


Thank you again for sending me a copy of your 
article in order that | might answer it as you so 
requested. With every good wish and kindest per 
sonal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
Paul D. Hastings 


cc: The Presbyterian Outlook 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
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ANGLERS 
(By the Editor of The Testament 
for Fishers of Men) 
Lesson No. 109 
“THAT'S MY BUSINESS” 


A few minutes before the eleven o'clock service 
was to begin, the organist asked the visiting min- 
ster what would be the subject of his sermon. She 
wanted to select appropriate hymns. He answered, 
That’s my and the lady, flushed with 
confusion, said, “I’m sorry.” It was the title of 
his discourse and the minister was preoccupied with 
it and did not realize how his reply sounded. He 
quickly explained that his theme would be taken 
from the 2lst chapter of John, where Peter, re- 
ferring to John, asked ‘and what shall this man 
do?” In his sermon he dwelt mainly upon the 
fact that Peter had been given a definite assign- 
ment, ‘“Feed my sheep,” and that was his business 

not looking after John. 

If you ask an insurance man why he 
in projecting himself into busy people’s time and 
presence, he will answer, ““That’s my business.” He 
will think it, anyhow, for he honestly believes he 
is doing you a favor in persuading you to secure 
insurance protection against ill health, accident, or 
fire, or for your family in case of death. That’s 


business,” 


persists 


his business. 

The Fuller Brush man, without your encourage- 
ment, will open his case of goods with the glowing 
face of one who is about to announce a legacy 
for vou. That’s his business. A traveling salesman 
was greeted by the merchant, shaking his head and 
saving, “I don’t want to see your line; business 
is so dull I’m not stocking up on anything.” The 
radiant salesman said, ‘““Well I have some wonder- 
ful new items in my samples today, and if you 
will permit me to use a little space to open them 
up and look at them, myself, I will appreciate it, 
for I have not seen them for the last thirty min- 
utes!” That was his business, and his confidence 
and enthusiasm led to a good-sized order. That 
is the way the world goes about its business. 

The business of the Christian is “the King’s 
business.” It is more important, more urgent than 
ill the other businesses put together. It yields 
richer dividends than all others combined—divi- 
dends that actually increase as you spend them 
ind endure through eternity. It does not 
necessarily require special training, nor a working 
apital. Its resources are supplied in just as great 
bundance as the worker is willing to employ. It 
ffords the Christian a full life and assures him 
f the never failing counsel and companionship of 
lim who said, “ . and lo, I am with you al- 


ay, even unto the end of the world.” It is an 
nperative business; it cannot be laid aside for 
nything else. Jesus commanded, “ ye shall 


witnesses unto me.” He said “shall” and that 
es not mean maybe. The disciple has a definite 
rder to tell lost sinners of the saving and keeping 
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He need never be in the 
It is his business. 


power of Jesus Christ. 
slightest doubt about it. 


Postponement is danger- 
ous—may be fatal. This writer will never be able 
to forget the man he was appointed to talk to 
about his soul, but put it off for ‘‘a more con- 
venient season.”” One week later the man dropped 
dead in the postoffice lobby. I wonder if I will 
meet him at the judgment bar! 


It is urgent business. 


When you are prompted to speak to one about 
his soul, you may depend the Holy Spirit is doing 
the prompting. You dare not hold back, for it is 
the appointed time. Take a calm, steady look at 
the order and say to yourself: “That’s my business 
—nNOU 





Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings in 
Day by Day 
Clinton C. Baker 


Sunday, June 5, Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23. 


this story (vv.1-9) and its appli- 
notice especially the different types 
of soil and how they received the seed that was 
sown. What is basically wrong with the person 
whose heart is represented by the path (19)? How 
would you typify the person represented by the rocky 
soil (vv.20-21)? Are you sufficiently rooted in the 
faith so that persecution would not cause you to 
? In what ways have worry about press- 


As you study 
cation (18-23), 


fall away? 
ing problems and the desire for material things 
checked out your relationship to Christ (v.22) ? 
What was it (v.23) that 
caused it to bear such fruit for Christ? How deep 
is your understanding of the Word? Which soil 
best describes your heart? 


Monday, June 6, Luke 10:25-37. 

What were the motives of the lawyer who ques- 
tioned Jesus (vv.25,29)? Notice that Jesus did 
not give him a straightforward answer (vv.26,36). 
Put yourself in the lawyer’s place. How would you 
have had to answer Jesus’ questions (vv.27,37) ? 
How would your own answers have convicted 
vou of your sin (vv.27-28,37)? For this lawyer, 
a Jew, the word “Samaritan” was a curse word 
(v.33). What was Jesus trying to teach him 
about the inclusiveness of the word “neighbor?” 
Can Christian love exist unless it exists in prac- 
tice (vv.33-35) ? How long has it been since your 
Christian love cost you either time or money? Is 
there any person or group that your love does 
not enfold ? 


Tuesday, June if Luke 15:11-24. 

Sin is essentially self - self planning and con- 
trolling the course of one’s life. How is this truth 
illustrated in the life of the prodigal son (vv.12-16) ? 
What do you see of the irrationality of sin? of 
its destructive power? What effect has sin had 


about the good soil 
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in your life? What opinion must the son have had 
of himself in vv.12-13? in verses 18-19? What 
made the difference (vv.16-17a)? How does sin 
blind us to what we really are? How has it blinded 
you? What picture does this father give of God’s 
willingness to forgive sin (vv.20-24)? of His 
compassion upon the repentant sinner? How does 
this story add meaning to Psalm 103:12-14? 


W ednesday, June 8, Luke 12:16-21. 


Why would one of the multitude come to Jesus 
to settle a family squabble (vv.13-14) ? Was Jesus 
right in declining to settle it (v.14)? Why did 
Jesus rebuke this man rather than his brother 
(v.15)? What is the central point of the parable 
He told (vv.16-21)? Can you summarize its truth 
in one sentence? How would it apply to this in- 
dividual? Is Jesus here condemning insurance 
policies and old age retirement plans? What par- 
ticular sin is He pointing to? Do your efforts 
to acquire material “things” ever block your ef- 
forts for a rich spiritual life (v.21)? Which de- 
mands more of your time and energy? How does 
God evaluate your set of values (v.20) ? 


Thursday, June 9, Luke 18:9-14. 


To whom did Jesus tell this parable (v.9) ? 
The Pharisee was the religious man par excellence; 
the publican was utterly despised by society. What 
impression must this parable have made upon 
the listeners? Was the prayer of the Pharisee a 
truthful one (v.11)? the prayer of the publican 
(v.13)? What was the difference? What is 
Christ saying here? Is it that God prefers a man 
who lives in open sin and recognizes his sin to a 
leading religious and civic leader who cannot see 
his own blackness? How might your respectability 
keep you from God (v.9)? How should this pas- 
sage change your attitude toward the “despised” 
of your community (v.9) ? 


Friday, June 10, Luke 18:1-7. 


Jesus had been speaking of the conditions that 
would precede His second coming (17:22-37). 
Notice that Jesus says the point of this parable 
is in v.1 ? Does the parable teach this point (vv.2-5) ? 
How earnestly does the parable tell us that we 
ought to yearn and pray for the Lord’s return? Do 
I actually long for the day when our Lord will 
come and set up His Kingdom of peace and 
righteousness ? What am | doing to spread the Gos- 
pel to all nations (Matthew 13:10)? Notice the 
contrast Jesus draws between God the Father and 
the judge (vv.6-8). God is more than 
to hear and answer our prayers. 


anxious 


11, Luke 16:1-12. 


Saturday, June 


In what ways was the steward in the parable 
dishonest (vv.1-8)? In what ways prudent? Jesus 
does not commend the steward’s dishonesty, but 
his prudence (vv.8,9) in making friends for a 
rainy day. How should Christians take the state- 
ment of v.8b to heart? Is it true? If a dishonest 
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man is prudent about his own income, how much 
more should a Christian be prudent about his 
spiritual wealth! How statesmanlike and depenc- 
able are you in the affairs of the Lord’s work 
(v.11)? Can a person be faithful in handling 
the affairs of the Kingdom and bow down to the 
god of money (v.13)? To which does your heat 
give the higher affection ? 
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-ABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR JUNE 12 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Young King Josiah 


Background Scripture: II Chronicles 34; Nahum 


Devotional Reading: Ps. 119:9-16 


Our Golden Text, taken from our Devotional Reading, is a good introduction to our lesson: “Where- 
withal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy Word.” This verse, 
is well as other parts of this section of Psalm 119, fits Josiah. He sought the Lord with all his heart, 
and took great delight in God’s Word, which was found in the Temple and read to him. 


As | write these notes there is appearing in the Saturday Evening Post a series of articles on the “Shame 


of America”; the terrible scourge of crime and the 
evils of juvenile delinquency. The writers of this 
article said that they had received thousands of 
letters, many of them making suggestions as to 
how to meet this awful situation. They give extracts 
from some of these letters. None of them, as | 
remember, touched upon this verse as a cure. [| 
believe it to be the only antidote for the poison 
that is the cause of this cancer that is spreading 
throughout our land, and is eating out the heart 
of America. If our young children, in the Home, 
in the Public Schools, and in our Sabbath Schools, 
could be taught the Word of God; to love it and 
lay it up in their hearts it would do more to remedy 
this evil than anything else. The Word of God 
will still cleanse our hearts and minds and lives 
if we will give it a chance. Oh that parents and 
teachers and civic and political leaders would recog- 
nize this fact! Young men and young women— 
and we must begin when they are very young— 
can be led to lap up the Word in their hearts, 
then they will be kept from sin, and their “ways” 
will be clean. I would like to say that I believe 
that the neglect of the Bible, and unbelief in the 
Bible, are cause enough to largely explain “The 
Shame of America”. 


Today we study about a young king who sought 
the Lord, who found the Book; and the Book 
found him, and made him one of the greatest rulers 
of Judah. “This Book”—the Living Book—can 
still save a king, or a president; can save a nation; 
unless we wait, as Judah did, until it is too late. 
In the case of Judah, judgment was delayed, but 
it was too late to save the nation from captivity. 
It may be “later than we think” in America! May 
we pray for a real revival before it is ‘too late’’! 

I will confine my notes to II Chron. 34, except 
to say this about the prophecy of Nahum, which 
is a part of our lesson material. Nahum is con- 
cerned with the destruction of Nineveh, that 
‘bloody city”. Under the preaching of Jonah 
Nineveh repented, and her judgment was delayed. 
Now the time is about to come and the prophet 
pronounces doom upon that wicked city. It was 
destroyed by the Medes and Persians in 606 B. C. 
Nahum was probably a contemporary of Jeremiah, 
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although some have dated the book earlier. God 
used these proud, ungodly nations to chastise His 
own people, but His judgment falls upon them 
later. This is a good thing to remember in our 
day when proud atheistic nations are threatening 
the peace of the world, and are endangering our 
own country. If God’s people will return to Him; 
if the so-called Christian nations will repent, and 
show that they are really Christian; if they will 
trust in Him, then they will be safe; otherwise 
they will suffer punishment. 


[ think we might make a very simple outline of 
Chapter 34, selecting some words around which 
we may gather the lessons we need to learn. These 
words are: SEEK, PURGE; REPAIR; 
REPENT. 


I. Seek”: While he was yet young, he began 
to seek after the God of David his father, Verses 
1-3) 


Josiah was only eight years old when he began 
to reign, and sixteen, when we might say he was 
“born again’, for it was at that age that he began 
to seek the Lord in earnest. It is a great day 
in any man’s life, whether old or young, when 
he begins to seek the Lord, but it is especially 
fine when a young person does this. When an 
old person turns to God, a soul is saved, but a 
life has been wasted in the service of Satan: when 
the young come, then both a soul and a life are 
saved. When a great sinner repents and turns to 
God, we all rejoice because a brand has been 
snatched from the burning. The saved man, how- 
ever, may be burdened with the thought of the 
wasted years spent in sin and the influence he 
has had for evil. When a youth is saved, his record 
is also saved. Manasseh repented, and was saved, 
but he left an evil influence and record which 
could not be wiped out, and Judah was gone be- 
yond repair. The reign of Josiah is a very bright 
interlude, and delayed the judgment, but did not 
prevent it from finally falling. 


Notice the eulogy pronounced upon the young 
king: “He did that which was right in the sight 
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of the Lord, and walked in the ways of David 
his father, and declined neither to the right hand, 
nor to the left”. In other words, he stands at 
the very top of the list, along with the best kings 
of Judah. 


Il. “Purge’: “In the twelfth year he began 
to purge Judah and Jerusalem’; (Verses 3-7) 

Apostasy always means Uncleanness. The reign 
of Manasseh had brought back all the evils that 
Hezekiah had tried to Idolatry is 
spiritual adultery. It is an unclean sin. Just as 
David prayed, “Purge me _ with and | 
shall be clean”, so Josiah set about in a very vig- 
orous manner to “clean up the mess” which idolatry 
had accumulated. He made a thorough job of it: 
“and the molten images, he brake in pieces, and 
made dust of them, and strowed it upon the 
graves of those that had sacrificed unto them. And 
he burnt the bones of the priests upon the altars, 
and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem”. 


stamp out. 


hy ssop, 


I feel that we ought to stop here and do a 
bit of thinking. Do our “revivals” go deep enough? 
1 am afraid that we are given to compromises. 
We are satisfied with a half-way cleaning up 
of our evils. In so many of the preceding reform 
movements the words are used, “nevertheless the 
people still sacrificed in the high places’, or some 
such phrase. If the surgeon fails to get all the roots 
of the cancer, it will inevitably return. Josiah tried 
to get all the roots of the cancer of unclean wor- 
ship which was threatening the life of his nation. 
The trouble was that the cancer, in this instance, 
had passed beyond the No. 1, or No. 2 stage, and 
the operation was not altogether successful. Judah 
only lived a short time after this. 
surgeon did his best, and tried in 
purge the evil out of the land. 


I11. “Repair”: “He sent Shaphan to repair 
the house of the Lord his God”: (verses 8-13) 


When idolatry thrives, the house of God is 
neglected. In all these reformations we find that 
the work of repairing God’s house is usually un- 
dertaken, or at least, His house is no _ longer 
neglected. “And the men did the work faithfully.” 


One of the best signs of a revival is the interest 
people take in their places of worship. Real religion 
is at a low ebb when churches are falling to 
pieces. On the other hand, when you see well- 
kept grounds and buildings, a full Sabbath School 
and congregation, you feel that there is life in the 
church. Our many and beautiful 
are a good sign, but not necessarily 


However, the 


every way to 


new churches 
a sure sign, 
of spiritual life; it may only point to prosperous 
times, and an outward, formal worship, as in the 
days of Isaiah. However, when there is a revival, 
people always take pleasure in the place of worship. 


IV. “Repent”: “I have found the book.” “And 
it came to when the king had heard the 
words of the law, that he rent his clothes.” They 
found the Book, and the Book found them. 


pass, 
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The Book revealed their “The wrath cf 
God” was seen in all its terrors. Through the Lar 
comes the knowledge of sin, said Paul, many years 
later. The king and all those associate: 
with him were overwhelmed by a deep sense of 
sin. They saw clearly how guilty they were. The 
humbled themselves, and wept. The tender hear 
of the king was touched and broken. Here is 
sample of what genuine repentance means. Ther 
was grief; there was hatred; there was a turnin 
from sin; there was the endeavor to bring forth 
fruit worthy of repentance. 


Sin. 


young 


Such repentance is always rewarded. The fina 
judgment was delayed, and God promised th 
king that it would not fall during his lifetime: 


that, “thine eves shall not see all the evil that 
[ will bring upon this place’. It was too late 
to save the nation. Their sin had gone too fa 


and too deep. The Captivity had to come, but it 
was delayed until after the death of Josiah. 


America, England, all the world, needs to find 
the Book. Paul Preach the Word! Are we 
doing it. Have we—you and I—found the Book? 
and has the Book found us? I believe that there 
would be some “sighing and crying,” some weeping 
and heart-searching, if we really found it. Pray 
that in all our Repairing and beautifying of God's 
house, we may find the Book that will bring Re 
pentance and salvation. 


Says, 





ROBERT T. KELLEY 
Whereas, in the providence of God, Robert T 
Kelley called to his 
heavenly Father on January 21, 1955, and 
Whereas, his daily walk was such as to demand 
the admiration and commendation of all who knew 
him, his life befitting his Christian profession, and 


was eternal home by his 


Whereas it pleased God to choose him for the 
office of Deacon, in which position he served with 
faithfulness and humility for sixteen years, being 
chairman of the diaconate at the time of his death. 
and 


Whereas his the church has served 
to inspire those who were fellow-members with 
him; and his interest in the church’s ability t 
provide for the needs of the future as well as th 
present, contributing to the erection of the new 
educational building completed 


lovalty to 


just prior to his 
death, will serve as a challenge to those who suc 
ceed him, 


Therefore, be it resolved that by this resolution 
we, the officers and members of Jones Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Meridian, Miss., express out 


gratitude to God for his labors in our midst and 


Be it further resolved that the men’s class room 
in the educational building be designated in mem- 
ory of Robert (? Kelley. 

Action taken by congregation 
March 20, 1955 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 12 


Christian 


Hymn: “Come, Thou Almighty King” 
Prayer 

Scripture: Luke 4:16-22 

Hymn: “God Bless Our Native Land” 
Offering 

Hymn: “Rise Up, O Man otf God” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

Two weeks ago we discussed the three essential 
teachings of the Bible concerning the nature of 
man. Let us review them again very briefly. (1) 
Man is the creature of God, made in the likeness 
of God. (2) All men are sinners and by their 
sin have lost communion with God. (3) Christ, 
the Son of God, died for sinners, and those who 
accept Him by faith are saved from their sins, are 
given a new nature, and are restored to fellowship 
with God. 


It is often said that the best government is that 
which is founded and operated according to Chris 
tian principles. In this program we want to deter- 
mine what these teachings of the Bible 
about man have on government and how they can 


bearing 


be practically applied. 


First SPEAKER: 

The facts that all men are created by God and 
that all return unto God by faith in 
Christ mean that all men have a certain dignity 
and worth in the sight of God. Because of their 
individual dignity and worth al! men are entitled 
to certain rights. Sometimes we call these rights 
freedoms. All men should be free to think and 
express themselves. All men should be free to pro- 
vide for their own material and physical security 
and happiness. All men should be free to worship 
according to their own convictions. It is the func- 
tion of government to see to it that these 
freedoms are equally extended to all. We believe 
this idea of government is in accord with the teach- 
ings of Scripture concerning the nature of mankind. 


men may 


good 


It must be understood, however, that a man 
should not use his own personal freedom to deprive 
other individuals of their God-given rights. For 
instance, a man ought to be free to make a million 
dollars if he wants to and can, but he does not 
have a right to violate the freedoms of other people 
in order to satisfy his own desires. A man should 
be free to express his own ideas, but he does not 
have the right to deny similar free expression to 
those who differ with him. A man ought to be 
illowed to worship as he pleases, but he does not 
have the right to interfere with others who please 
different way. It is, then, the 
function of good government to see to it that one 
individual, in the exercise of his freedom, 


to worship in a 


de eS 
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REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Government 


not destroy the freedom of others. This basic prin- 
ciple of freedom can be applied both on local and 
world-wide levels. 


In the maintenance of good government there 
is also the basic matter of responsibility. In some 
places only a small class of individuals in a whole 
nation is charged with the task of governing the 
rest. In such cases, all the responsibility falls on 
them. We believe that the best government is that 
in which all the governed have a voice, under God, 
in choosing their leaders and establishing their 
policies. We believe this system of government is 
far more in accord with Christian principles than 
the system of government by a few who may per- 
petuate themselves in office. This system of gov- 
ernment by the people, in which we believe and 
which we seek to practice in our own nation, means 
that responsibility rests not only on the leaders but 
also on those who are governed. 


a popular pastime to criticize the 
and its leaders. The freedom we enjoy 
in this land gives us the right to be critical of our 
leaders and their policies, but we need to remem- 
ber that we too are a part of the government. By 
and large, our political leaders provide the kind 
ot government we require of them. If the people 
who elect the officials of the government are con- 
cerned righteousness and justice, then the 
officials are apt to provide that kind of government. 
If the Christian people in our nation are lacking 
this sense of responsibility, then the government 
is likely to follow the pattern outlined by those 
who may not be Christians but who are concerned 
about being heard and heeded. In short, a Christian 
is one in which all the Christians take 
seriously their civic responsibility. 


It is quite 
yovernment 


about 


government 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

One of the Biblical teachings about man is that 
all are There are two kinds of sinners: 
those who are still living under the penalty and 
domination of sin and those who have been saved 
by Christ and have received a new nature. It is 
there are sinners of both kinds in 
the world and in our own nation. All of the 
failures and faults of governments can be traced 
thing—sin. When a nation and its 
government are dominated by  unregenerated 
sinners, we can expect all kinds of evil. When a 
nation and its government has in it a representation 
of unregenerated sinners, you can expect some evil 
in the government. You can expect Christian gov- 
ernment only to the extent that all the people, both 
those who govern and those who are governed, are 
themselves Christians. 


sinners, 


no secret that 


to one 
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The Christian people in a nation and in the 
world have a very definite responsibility to use 
their influence for righteousness in government, as 
our second speaker has pointed out, but by far the 
most helpful thing we can do to provide good 
government is to seek a victory over sin in the lives 
of individuals. This victory is won as we lead them 
to accept the salvation of God in Christ. This is 
the work of evangelism, and it is the supreme task 
of the church. 


Women’s Work 


WHY I GO TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday morning is a time when many people 
are faced with the eternal question, “What shall 
I do with this day? Shall I turn over and go 
back to sleep for that ‘much needed’ rest, shall | 
join some friends for a day in the mountains or 


at the seashore, or shall I go to Sunday School 
and Church?” 








For me this problem was solved once and for 
all many years ago. Since the age of three, when 
I was first started by my parents, attending Sun- 
day school has been a life-long habit. How grateful 
I am that this has not been something I have had 
to decide each week. It simply never occurs to me 
not to go. Really, far from wanting to stay at 
home or go somewhere else, Sunday school has 
become one of the highlights of the week. I look 
forward to it from Sunday to Sunday and would 
do almost anything to keep from missing. 


Early in life I learned that Sunday is God’s day 
—that He set it aside as a day holy unto Himself. 
How better could one begin such a day than by 
going into His house to study His Word and te 
worship him? 


Being a member of a Sunday school class gives 
me the opportunity to worship in a small group 
with others my own age. I can also do detailed 
Bible study under the leadership of a _ trained 
teacher, herself a mature Christian. 


The old saying that a person gets out of some- 
thing just as much as he puts into it holds true 
in the study of the Bible. Listening to a sermon 
or other talk is very helpful, but when one partici- 
pates in a Bible study group such as a Sunday school 
class, actually studying the thing out for himself 
and taking part in class discussions—hearing the 
ideas of others and sharing his own with others— 
how much more he learns, and how much longer 
he retains what he has learned! 


A Sunday school class is a wonderful place to 
obtain the help we all need for living the Christian 
life daily. In our class it was decided some time 
ago that instead of saying, “If we had time, we'd 
go into that,” we would take the time and go into 
anything that was of concern to a member of the 
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class. Each of us feels free, therefore, to bring 
to class a question or problem, knowing that it 
will be given careful consideration and that if it 
cannot be answered this Sunday, it will be taker 
up again next Sunday. Thus we enjoy real fellow 
ship with our Christian friends and learn to share 
in another’s need. 


When we study together and learn together of 
the great love of God for us, we find ourselves 
trying to pass on that love to others. So it is with 
a Sunday school class. There are things that we 
as a group, can do for others that we could not d 
alone. It means a great deal to each of us to be 
a part of a class which endeavors to show its love 
for Him in this way—to serve Him by serving 
others. 


Most important of all, through years of study 
ing, working, and worshipping together, members 
of a Sunday school class find that they are having 
an ever deepening experience of God. We learn to 
know Him better, and we find ourselves taking 
Him with us from the Sunday school class into 
our homes, into our work, into our personal rela 
tionships, and into all other phases of our daily 
living. 


I, for one, would not take anything for the 
vears | have been privileged to attend Sunday 
school. 


—Mary Wilds, Anderson, S. C. 
\ MEDITATION ... JESUS. 
THE FIRST LAMPLIGHTER 

One of the happiest memories of my childhood 


in St. Paul, Minnesota, was the nightly visit of 
the old gas lamplighter, 


as he carried his lighted 
torch up our street, passing from one side of the 
street to the other, “punching holes in the dark- 
author has [It was especially 
interesting in the winter when the darkness came 
on earlier and 


ness,’ as one said. 


could hear him as he 
crunched along in the snow. Lighting those lights 


when you 


made a safer and warmer atmosphere for out 
neighborhood. 
Shakespeare said it this way. “How far that 


little candle sheds its beam; so shines a good deed 
in a naughty world.” 


“You are the light of the world. 
A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men 
light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a 
stand, and it gives light to all in the house. Let 
vour light so shine before men, that they may see 
to your Father 


Jesus said, 


your good works and give glory 
who is in Heaven.” 


When the great Florence Nightingale left her 
home of wealth and luxury to go to the Crimea 
to nurse the sick and the wounded (an event which 
heralded the great day of the white-capped nurse), 
she was given the name of “The Lady with the 
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Here’s The Gist of Our 
Annuity Gift Plan 


Our Board of World Misssions will make an agreement with any indi- 
vidual whereby, upon receipt of an outright gift of any sum from $100.00 
up, this Board agrees to pay to that individual (or someone designated by 
him) a certain sum each six months as long as he or she lives. ‘The amount 
of payment is based on the age of the individual at date of entry, ranging 
from 2.5% at age 35 to 7% at age 8U. 


.¢ 


\t age 64, for instance, a person would receive © or $50.00 per year 


($25.00 semi-annually) on each $1,000.00 given. 


This attractive income is guaranteed for the life of the annuitant and is 
not subject to depressions or anything that would affect the yield on other 
investments. (Our Annuity Gift Plan has been in operation for over 50 
years and every annuity payment has been made promptly and in full. ) 


None of the annuity gift is used for mission work until our lifetime obli- 
gation to the annuitant has been completed. Then the full principal 
amount will go to help spread the Gospel of Christ around the world. 


This plan makes it possible for many people to give to Foreign Missions 
who otherwise could not give because they need the income from all their 
funds during their lifetime. 


‘Two persons may make a joint agreement whereby the semi-annual pay- 
ments will continue to the survivor. ‘he rate on a survivorship agreement 
is slightly less than the rate which would be paid to the younger of two 
annuitants. 


[f you have to pay Federal Income Tax, our Annuity Gift contract offers 
you certain additional advantages. 

We will be glad to answer any questions in regard to this plan or furnish 
any further information you may desire. Address: 







CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
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Lamp,” as she went from bed to bed. She lighted 
a lamp that, praise God, will never be extinguished. 

A friend of mine relates that in the gold-mining 
days of early California her father always kept 
a lamp in a certain window of their home to light 
and cheer the traveler on his way. Yes, the type 
of lamp has changed; first the candle, then the 
kerosene lamp, then the gas lamp, and now the 
beautiful electric floor lamp, but the message of 
goodwill and cheer remains. 


Let your light shine! 


._._Prayer: 

Dear Christ of the Lighted Lamp, help us to 
follow in Thy light that we too may be the light 
of the world that even now may turn the peoples 
of the world to thee. Amen. 


—Gertrude Foote Pedersen. 





HOW TO ATTEND A CONFERENCE 
Association Press, 61 pp., $1.00. 


“So you’re going to have a conference! Well, 
you're in good company.” ‘This is the opening 
sentence of an interesting little book entitled “How 
to Attend a Conference,” by Dorothea F. Sullivan. 
The author sets the stage by declaring that “since 
the early town meeting, group discussions have 
become a part of the American way of life, and 
one should prepare to participate in them intelli- 
gently, responsibly, and effectively.” 


You Get Ready to Go. Under this title the 
second chapter gives down-to-earth suggestions con- 
cerning reservations, expenses, what to pack, types 
of conferences, delegates’ status, and advance prep- 
aration. In this latter area the author says, “Ask 
vour local group what they want you to bring 
back to them, as well as what they expect you to 
take with you.” You must know what they think 
because, if you are an official delegate, you will 
be expected to vote and to voice the feeling of the 
people you represent, regardless of your own per- 
sonal opinion. 


Your Job as Delegate. After a short chapter 
entitled “You Arrive,” the fourth gives quite an 
extensive treatment of a delegate’s responsibilities. 
Seasoned “conference hounds” will smile at cer- 
tain observations: beginners will soon learn the 
truth in them. For instance, “Fatigue is cumula- 
tive, and the excitement of so many new ideas 
and people is bound to tire you. After a few days 
you wake up in the morning wondering if you can 
possibly last till the end of the conference 
Don’t count on getting your usual allotment of 
sleep. You will be, invited to ‘after evening-session’ 
gatherings . . . (which are) among the most valu- 


able parts of the convention. Don’t miss them. 
After all, you can always catch up on your sleep 
when you get home.” 
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There are helpful observations concerning proper 
attitudes and behavior, the matter of note taking, 
and what to do if you speak from the floor. There 
is also this nice suggestion: “If someone from ‘he 


‘ platform makes a speech which strikes a respons ve 


chord . . . go up to the platform after the meeting 
to congratulate him. As a matter of fact, there 
is no one lonelier than a speaker who has given 
his all and then finds himself completely deser ed 
when it is time to come down from the platforr..” 
The author further suggests: “Sit near a micro- 
phone if you plan to speak. Sit near the exit if 
you must leave early. The constant moving in 
and out of people at a large meeting is a great 
distraction to all in attendance, and a great rude- 
ness to those on the platform. If you are early, 
sit in the center of the row, not on the aisle, so 
that those arriving later won’t have to climb 
over you to get a seat.” 


The author then deals with many specific re- 
sponsibilities which seem to concern the designated 
leaders. rather than the delegates. Then she goes 
on with the matter of discussion groups or small- 
group meetings. “Your job . . . is to make the dis- 
cussion as productive as possible Much de- 
pends on your devotion to the common good. This 
small roomful is a microcosm of Society, a gather- 
ing together to accomplish a common _ purpose 
through common effort. The idea is as old as 
civilization itself. The method may be new, as 
developed by scientific research in group process.” 


The treatment of the business session begins with 
‘Was that a groan? Some people do regard busi- 
ness sessions as a chore. Would you rather have 
American institutions run without ‘the consent of 
the governed?’ Let it never happen here! If an 
organization is worth belonging to, if it gives you 
a chance to vote, by all means makes the most of 
i 


The section “How to Kill a Conference,” 
points out humorously that it will be your job 
to know how to deal with “delayed action,” in 
which a pressure group stalls until so -many per- 
sons have left the meeting that a vote can be 
pushed through by the ever-faithful few of the 
minority group. You ought also to be prepared 
for the “paralytic stroke” caused by such remarks 
as, “We tried this before and it didn’t work.” 
Another device is the “lullaby,” in which a long- 
winded speaker precludes the possibility of anyone 
else getting the floor. The audience gets bored 
and says to itself, “Anything to finish this—let’s 
vote his way.” There is also the “sideshow”—some 
diversion or entertainment to keep from getting 
to the real matter which should come before the 
conference. Likewise, there is the “surprise,” such 
as the appearance of a white card on your chair 
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First PTL Gospel Team 
in Africa reports: 


“We saw Heathenism 
as it really can be!” 


In Africa to spearhead the great Pocket Testament League # 
Campaign of Scripture distribution and mass evangelization, 
Alfred Kunz and Glenn Wagner report: 
‘‘We saw two memorial death dances when for days the 
people dance to the rhythm of the drums, Men and women, 
old and young, some mothers with little babies, swaying and 
dancing under a blazing sun, with sweat pouring from their 
bodies. How pathetic! They will dance into a state of exhaus- 
tion. Much drinking and sin accompanies these dances. 


‘‘We are daily more convinced that Africa stands on 
the brink of tragic disaster — and that nothing but the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ can help her. We plead wiiu 
Christians back home to pray for this Campaign 
— that God may use the work of PTL to get the 
Gospel to the millions of unreached Africans 


P | in time!” 
ALFRED A. 


_ Write for a free copy 


International 
elie -tai-la 


of our Africa Survey. 


The Pocket Testarnent, League 


156 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 10 N.Y 





just waiting for your signature. “It’s all stamped 
and addressed to the White House and will result 
in lower prices on rhubarb . . . or some other cause 
which hitherto has escaped your attention.” These 
methods interfere with the democratic process and 
a good delegate needs to be aware of them and 
how to deal with them. The book makes many 
helpful suggestions. 


Your Job Back Home. The author concludes, 
“Actually, the success of a group meeting can be 
measured only by what happens afterward. Since 
the goal of any good conference is change and 
action, your local unit will benefit in direct ratio 
to what you bring home to it. The inspiration, 
information, and practice in new ways you have 
received were never intended for you alone... 
More power to the democratic process.” 


—From Church Women 





‘Recommend The Journal To Friceds 


JUN: 1, 1955 





Church News 


Synod of Oklahoma 


The Svnod of Oklahoma, Presbyterian- Church 
U.S., will hold the stated meeting for 1955 at 
Wewoga, Oklahoma, July 12-13, First Presby- 
terian Church, to convene at 2:30 P.M. 


—Reid V. Robinson, Stated Clerk. 








Hollywood Church, Kansas City, Mo. 


Evangelist Ralph Davidson of Coffeeville, Kan- 
sas, came to Hollywood March 28 and remained 
until Easter Sunday. There had been much prayer 
and preparation of heart before he came. He 
preached the Word of God faithfully, fully and 
fearlessly. The Holy Spirit began to work the very 
first night, and continued to work until the last 
night of the meeting. He continues to work in 
the hearts of our people here. A large part of our 
people dedicated their lives anew to the Lord and 
we received 26 into the Church as the visible re- 
sults. God has been gracious to His people for 
which we praise Him. 
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MISSISSIPPI MEN’S CONFERENCE 


Morton, Miss. — Approximately 200 men from 
the Synod of Mississippi today concluded the first 
overnight Men’s Conference ever held in the synod. 
The conference was held at Roosevelt State Park 
near here, approximately 30 miles east of Jackson. 


With the theme, “Forward Men - With Christ,” 
the conference opened with registration at 2:00 
p.m., Saturday, May 7. Mr. John Kirkham, from 
the Central Presbyterian Church of Jackson, was 
the conference director, Mr. Calvin Smith of the 
same church was conference song leader. 


Three major addresses were given to the Missis- 
sippi men, two on Saturday night. The first was 
brought by Dr. S. J. Patterson, secretary of the 
Division of Men’s Work, Richmond. His address 
was on the theme of the conference. He was fol- 
lowed by Dr. J. G. Patton, executive secretary 
of the General Council, Atlanta, speaking on 
“Goals of Forward With Christ Program.” 


The third address was also given by Dr. Patton, 
closing the program of the conference at 11:00 
a.m. Saturday with the topic, “What of the Fu- 
ture.” Earlier Sunday, a devotional was led by 
Mr. F. G. Craig, first vice president of Mississippi’s 
Men, from Batesville. Three ‘testimonies’ by 
active Christian men were other features. “My 
Experience With Prayer’ was the testimony of 
Bill McMullen of Brookhaven, Miss. “My Ex- 
perience With Bible Study,” was told by James 
Wilburn, of Jackson. And the third testimony 
was given by Charles B. Clement of Memphis, 
Tenn., on “My Experience With a Christian 
Home.” 

Sunday dinner closed the successful conference. 





DAVIDSON SCHOLARSHIPS 


Davidson — Additional scholarship awards for 
Davidson College seniors are announced by Dr. 
George L. Abernethy, chairman of the committee 
on Graduate Scholarships at Davidson College. 


John F. Archer, Jr., of Mooresville has won a 
$1200 assistantship in physics at the University of 
North Carolina for next year. 


Tom Dove of Monroe and John Fenton of 
Rolling Fork, Miss., have won scholarships to a 
special Language Summer School at Middlebury, 
Vt. As previously announced, they have both won 
scholarships for study abroad next year. Under 
a Fulbright scholarship, Dove will study at Ber- 
lin, and Fenton will study in Germany on a Rotary 
scholarship. — 


Henry Brockmann of High Point, winner of a 
Rockefeller Thedlogical Fellowship as released last 
week, is also the winner of one of the 50 Danforth 
Graduate Fellowships, it is announced today by 
Dr. Abernethy, the liaison officer for Davidson 
of the Danforth Foundation, St. Louis, Mo. 
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MORE NEWS OF OSAKA HOSPITAL 


The Osaka hospital has received all the pub- 
licity it deserves, but news has just come—so sp!n- 


‘ did that the Church will want to hear it. Dr, 


Ovid Bush had been talking with a promir:nt 
Japanese doctor, who while interested in Cb -is- 
tianity, saw no reason for joining the Chu:ch. 
Later he did join, and then visited our hosp: 
to offer voluntary help in any way possible. 
leaving he said he wanted to help in a more 
sonal way, and would give a greatly needed 
frigerator for their blood bank. 


Lt. Wilson (U. S. Air Force) called, saying 
his mother in Dallas had written him about the 
hospital. He was greatly interested and on leaving 
made a gift of Yen 100,000. White cross supy ies 
from our W.O.C. are pouring in. Bids for -he 
new buildings are very satisfactory, but the man- 
agement is not contracting for an_ elevzior, 
nor for kitchen and laundry equipment until :hey 
hear the amount of the Birthday Offering. 


One night Dr. Bush was asked by a Japanese 
doctor to visit his father who was dying and who 
wanted to be baptized. He took with him a [ap- 
anese pastor, who was soon satisfied that the 
dying man had genuinely accepted Christ as his 
Saviour, and baptized him. Before his death, the 
new believer made a powerful witness to his non- 
Christian friends, and exacted a promise from his 
family that they would hold a Christian funeral. 
More than 200 friends attended. It is significant 
that the writer of this letter did not consider 
it important to tell us what church these two new 
converts joined, but added, “the Spirit of God is 
moving in this land.” 


Frank A. Brown, Sr. 





South Carolina 


Walterboro — Rev. Samuel H. Christopher, Jr., 
has accepted a call to Bethel Presbyterian Church 
and will assume his duties there on June 13. 


Darlington — Rev. J. Witherspoon Dunlap, 
who has been pastor at Fountain City, Tenn., has 
resigned and accepted a call to the church in Dar- 
lington, S. C. 





The McGregors Return From Scotland 


Montreat — Montreat College students and 
faculty members and local residents attended a 
dinner here May 18 honoring Dr. and Mrs. J. 
Rupert McGregor on their return from Scotland. 


Dr. McGregor, Montreat president, arrived 
here this morning after spending six weeks abroad 
with the Billy Graham organization. 


Highlight of the dinner was an informa’ talk 
by Dr. McGregor about his experiences while in 
Scotland. 
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In @ fast-moving, revealing tour of Asia's trouble- 
spots, the motion-picture camera takes you to — 


> CHINA where the Iron Curtain shut OUT missionary 
evangelism — shut IN one million power-packed 
copies of the Word of God! 


> JAPAN where 11 million G Is have furnished 


| 


timely help to a people living in a ‘‘spiritual vacuum!"’ 


, 
4. 7 > FORMOSA where Chiang Kai-shek flung open the door 
Tae TERRIFYING THREAT of for full-scale Scripture distribution in Asia's powder- 
Communist aggression and a ' 


keg 
cs jo  eagecaggne as > KOREA where a power greater than Communism is 
a 





bringing help and hope to a valiant people! 
dark cloud over most of the 


Also in gripping animation — the present 


world. The cloud is blackest ..:.;, — the ominous future! 


over Southeast Asia.” 


Produced by The Pocket Testament League. 


Narrated by Alfred A. Kunz. 
Filmed in superb natural cclor— 
20 MINUTES. 
Write for bookings. 


A film of ¢ d international 
and spiritual significance for every 
thinking Christian. 


ALFRED A. KUNZ, Executive Director 


' The Docket Testament, League 








Atlanta Presbytery Spring Rally 


Decatur, Ga. — About 150 young adults of 
Atlinta Presbytery attended their annual spring 
rally at Decatur Presbyterian Church, Saturday 
evening, May 7. Dr. Harry Fifield, pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, addressed the 
group. Speaking on the topic, “Forward with 
Faith,” Dr. Fifield challenged the young adults 
to be strong in the Christian faith during this 
age of crises. The speaker also praised the en- 
largement of the Young Adult program within 
the Church. 

David Cannon, a member of the host church and 
president of the Atlanta Presbytery Young Adult 
group, presided over the evening’s session. Dinner 
was served by the Women of the Church before 
the program. 





Presbyterian College Awards 
CLINTON, S. C. — Four Presbyterian Col- 


lege seniors have been named to receive Gold “P” 
awards, the college’s highest stamp of approval, 
at commencement exercises in June. 


The recipients are: George Blue of Union; 
Tommy Stallworth of Atlanta; Jack Edmunds 
of Decatur, Ga.; and Greg Elam of Lansdale, Pa. 

Gold “P” award winners are chosen by the 
Presbyterian College faculty on the basis of “out- 
standing meritorious service in extra-curricular 
activities other than athletics.” 





Piney Flats, Tennessee 


God answered our prayer for revival at the New 
Bet! el Presbyterian Church through the Evange- 
listic Ministry of Rev. Ned Iverson. The Piney 
Flat Church, where we held the morning Bible 
study, also tasted Revival. In one service over 
fifty came forward for salvation and assurance. 
som: stated they had been lifelong Church mem- 
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bers but without satisfaction, and now they knew 
what the trouble had been; they had not been 
born again. After the service on Missions five 
young people dedicated themselves to full time 
Christian service anywhere. In both churches there 
is a new hunger for the Word, and spiritual things. 

The success of these meetings is the result of 
the faithful prayers of God’s people and the faith- 
ful ministry of Ned Iverson who came to us “not 
with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in dem- 
onstration of the Spirit and of power. 


Dr. Wil R. Johnson, Evangelist 


Somewhat more than two years ago, Dr. Wil 
R. Johnson resigned the pastorate of First Presby- 
terian Church, Galveston, after more than 30 years 
of service in that historic church. He felt led to 
give whatever time was left to helping churches, 
irrespective of size or denomination, into which 
the Lord opened a door. Since then he has been 
constantly employed in various States and Canada, 
as Bible teacher and evangelist, with blessed re- 
sults, and varied experiences. Recently, in the 
course of two months he ministered in Presbyterian, 
Mennonite, Christian, Baptist, Methodist and In- 
dependent Churches. This summer and fall he has 
a few dates open, which he would like to use for 
service in our own beloved Church, if the oppor- 
tunity avails, as Bible teacher, evangelist or pulpit 
supply. 








New Assistant Dean of Students 

Davidson, N. C. — Dr. Samuel A. Spencer, 
Jr., Dean of Students at Davidson College, an- 
nounces that, beginning in July, H. Edmunds 
White of Columbia, S. C., will become Assistant 
Dean of Students. He will assist both Dean 
Spencer and Fred Hengeveld, the Director of Ad- 
missions, and will help to administer the scholar- 
ship program. 
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The Miracle of Wembley | 


By L. Nelson Bell 


No newspaper account of what God has done 
at Wembley can possibly give an accurate im- 
pressicn of those eight days because the world 
judges solely by crowds and by the personalities 
involved. On the cther hand, God judges such 
things in the light of souls which have been 
born again—of men and women and young 
people who have, under the leading of His 
Spirit, made the decision of heart and mind and 
exercised the will’to make that decision known 
before men. 


That this has been a mighty work of God— 
a demcnstration of the power of the Gospel, 
cf prayer and of consecrated effort by conse- 
crated men and women should be evident to all. 
On three nights of the campaign the great sta- 
dium was swept by rain and wind but not one 
cl the fifty-to-seventy thousands who came each 
night left, and, when the invitation was given 
more than three thousand each night came for- 
ward and stood in that cold chilling rain to 
register their decisions for Christ. 


Emotionalism? Nothing could have been less 
emotional. There were practically no illustra- 
tions used in the sermons, certainly nothing ol 
the “sob stuff” variety. The Gospel was preached 
so simply that a little child could understand. 
But, when the time for decision came some of 
Britain’s best known and most outstanding men 
and women walked forward, and, after receiv- 
ing words of advice from the evangelist were 
then counselled individually by men and women 
trained tor that purpose. 


Hypnotism? One newspaper writer suggested 


that the answer must be found in a hypnotic 


influence of the speaker. Actually, in a stadium 
seating 100,000 people, with the platform on 
cne side of the field and the evangelist facing 
the opposite side, practically no one could eyen 
distinguish his features. 


Mass hysteria? Nothing could have been more 
orderly or less conducive to hysteria. But, the 
answer to this criticism is best supplied by the 
counsellors themselves. Here they faced people 
who were conscious of a need and who were 
responding to the call to let Christ meet that 
need for them. Some of the stories were pa- 
thetic, others sordid, others presenting problems 
arising out of having broken every law of God 
and man. But, the one thing these people had 
in common was a sense of need and a new-found 
faith that Christ could meet that need.’ Of 
course in such large numbers there were some 
who were emotionally unstable, others who 
were mentally sick and a few who were en- 
thralled by the crowds and went along to see 
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what it was all about. But, these unstable sc uls 
were a small minority. 


To those who prayed, who had the faith -nd 
who worked for these meetings the results h ave 
but one answer. God’s conditions had been - net 
and God honored His Word as the Gospel vas 
preached. Foolishness? Yes, to the world wu ter 
fcolishness, but to those who believed it vas 
verily the power of God. 


By far the most encouraging thought as >ne 
saw these meetings come to a close was ‘he 
assurance that this was but the beginning. Ti-:ese 
new-born Christians are but babes in Christ 
and as they grow and mature in their spiri‘ual 
lives they will bring a mighty impact on the 
England cf tomorrow. Already the stories of 
men and women who were converted at Har- 
ringay and who have gone on, not only in 
their exercise of their witness for Christ, com- 
prise a known volume of testimony which is 
staggering in its implications. One of Amer- 
ica’s best known journalists has just spent weeks 
interviewing people converted at Harringay one 
year ago. At the conclusion of his self-appointed 
task he wrote the writer that he is convinced 
that the influence of Harringay is far greater 
now than it was when those meetings closed. 


In this connection several illustrations can be 
used. Only a few hours before we sat down to 
write these lines we heard the story of a young 
weman, a shop-lifter, who was converted at Har- 
ringay. Her counsellor told her restitution must 
be made. Yesterday she reported all of these 
debts had been cleared during the intervening 
year and in the process she had borne a witness 
which God could mightily use. 


Another—One convert of a year ago reported 
that he was a “spiritual great grand-father” as 
people he had won to Christ had won others 
who in turn had gone out and won others. 





Another—a store clerk told the writer yes 
terday of the minister of a church close to his 
home who had opposed the Harringay meetings 
throughout the entire three months they were 
conducted. Then some of these converts came 
to his church. He arose to the responsibility 
and received a blessing as the result. Then the 
Glasgow meetings took place and he arranged 
for some of the relay (long-distance telephone 
lines) in his own church. The last night, when 
the evangelist in Glasgow gave the invitation, 
this minister in London stood with others of 
his own congregation and rededicated his heart 
and life to Christ while others came forward to 
accept Him for the first time. Needless t» say, 
that church is completely changed. 
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On Good Friday Mr. Graham was on the 
entire BBC radio-TV network with some thirty 
million people looking and listening. The re- 
sponse is beyong computing. But, one man 
hear the message and the invitation to accept 
Christ. He refused in his heart. This week 
he attended a meeting at Wembley and again 
rejected the invitation. Yesterday morning he 
called his minister on the phone, made an im- 
mediate engagement and went to his study 
where he confessed his sins and knelt to accept 
Christ as Savior and Lord. 


It has been the privilege of the writer to 
meet and talk to many men and women during 
this week, some of them among England’s 
greatest. Many of these have given their own 
personal testimony of how Christ has trans- 
formed their lives. It can be affirmed that the 
Gospel has reached into every stratam of society 
in Great Britain and what God has done He 
will continue to do in the hearts of tens of thou- 
sands. 


A chauffeur, speaking with a strong Cockney 
accent, said to the writer: “I accepted Christ 
lat year at Harringay. I heard a simple mes- 
sage 1 could understand, I believed it and I 
know it is true because Christ has changed my 
own life and transformed my home.” 


There are so many lessons we in America 
might learn from what has taken place in 
Scotland and England. Certainly a few cf these 
lessons are the following: 


a. The power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
preached in faith, in simplicity and in power. 


b. The fact that God honors the prayers of 
His own children, especially when those prayers 
are coupled with a willingness to act cn His 
promises. 

c. The fact that the Word of God is truly 
the Sword of the Spirit and that it has a power 
no human wisdom, logic or oratory can match. 

d. The glorious fact that a living faith in 
the hearts of men sends them out to live a life 
lor Him. When Christians are silent about 
their faith how can others know about Him? 
But, when Christians are revived and realize 
their own perscnal respensibility to speak up 
and witness to the lost around them it does 
something to that Christian and it also does 
womething to the cne to whom he witnesses. 


As these lines are being written the sun has 
et on Wembley alter the last of these meetings. 
115,000 people were there. But, the Son of 
Righteousness has arisen in the hearts of more 
than twenty-three thousand souls who have con- 
lesed Him before men this week. 


Truly there must be rejoicing in Heaven. 


PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESS- 
INGS FLOW. 


JUNE 1, 1955 


— BOGons — 





WHEN Gop Comes To Eartn. A. D. Muse. 
The Harvester, P. O. Box 505, Louisville, Ken- 
tucky. $1.50. 


This is the second edition of a volume that 
was widely disseminated in its first edition. 
It gives a clear, comprehensive and overall 
grasp upon the entire body of the Scriptures, 
outlining God’s redemptive plan and program. 
All of our readers will not agree with some 
of the dispensational views of the author but 
will find many insights upon Scripture that 
will be edifying. 





450 True Stories: From CuurcH History. 
J. Vernon Jacobs. Eerdmans. $2.50. 


It is to keep alive the memory of great char- 
acters in the church that this book has been 
compiled. From more than sixty volumes out 
of the past, have been gathered choice stories 
which like curtains raised on the stages-of the » 
past, let us look on scenes of dramatic action 
with their conflict, moments of suspense, heroic 
choices and noble deeds. The use of these 
stories will give sparkle to otherwise dry mes- 
sages and make Sunday School lessons so in- 


teresting that pupils will want to come back 
for more. 





PROPHECIES OF DANIEL. 
Van Kampen Press. $2.50. 


This book points out that in the prophecy 
of Daniel, God has outlined the course of Gen- 
tile world power from its beginning to its end. 
He has also written concerning the Jewish 
people, what is to become of them. Bible stu- 
dents who are interested in prophetic studies 
will find material in this volume that will be 
of interest and help. 


Louis T. Talbot. 





THE DIVINE 
Eerdmans. $2.50. 


A clarifying study of Christian stewardship; 
this book discusses the idea in terms of its basis 
in Christian theology. The author believes that 
many Christians seem to have only a superficial 
understanding of stewardship and partly because 
writers have given little attention to the theo- 
legical basis for this all-important work of the 
church of Christ. He points out how the basis 
for its work, character and goal is laid in the 
far reaching concept of the stewardship of the 
Holy Trinity. The reader will find not only 
a satisfying treatment of the subject but a stim- 


ulus for the practice of stewardship in daily 
life. 


Economy. A. C. Conrad. 


PAGE 21 





INTERPRETING PAUL’s GospEL. Archibald M. 
Hunter. The Westminster Press. $2.50. 


This book is divided into two parts. The 
first deals with Paul’s message. The second part 
relates this message to our own day. In the 
second part the author presents Paul’s gospel 
in terms of “our human predicament,” “the 


way of deliverance,” “newness of life,” and “the | 


hope of glory.” 


According to Dr. Hunter, Paul’s doctrine of 
sin was that there is ‘‘a state of radical wrong- 
ness affecting every man and exposing him to 
the divine condemnation.” He tells us that 
modern man, however, does not see sin as sin 
because he has lost his awareness of the living 
God. Thus there is a need today -to proclaim 
both God and His forgiveness. Paul’s way of 
deliverance from the human predicament is 
“God’s deed in the cross of Christ bringing a 
new start and status for the sinner.” 





A Serious CALL To A Devout AND Ho y LIFE. 
William Law. Edited and Abridged by - John 
W. Meister. Westminster Press. $2.50. 

This devotional classic written by William 
Law, an eloquent and religious teacher of the 
18th century was directed to all professing Chris- 
tians in the England of his own time. Designed 
to prod indifferent Christians into making an 
honest effort to live up to what they profess 
to believe, it has been appreciated in every 
succeeding generation because of its innate 
vigor and virility. It has gained a permanent 
place among devotional literature. The author 
shows in a graphic way how Christians may 
“follow the way of increase in all Christian 
virtues.” 





THE TABERNACLE IN THE WILDERNEsS. Charles 
E. Fuller. Fleming H. Revell Publishing Co. 
$1.50. 


Basing these chapters on Old Testament facts 
and writings, Dr. Fuller offers an interesting 
account of the Tabernacle and its importance 
in Hebrew life as well as an inspiring drama- 
tization of the New Testament embodiment of 
the Tabernacle in Jesus Christ. In clear, con- 
vincing testimony, he brings his reader to a 
realization of the necessity of accepting Christ, 
the Lamb of God. 





CAREERS FOR CHRISTIAN YOUNG PEOPLE. 
Margaret Graham. Van Kampen Press. $1.75. 


Every young person contemplating the choice 
of a career should read this excellent book. Miss 
Graham surveys extensively almost all the pro- 
fessions and trades that young people of today 
might choose. This volume will also be helpful 
for adults in counselling young people concerning 
their future vocations. 
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THe Datty Lire OF THE CHRISTIAN. — John 
Murray. Philosophical Library. $2.50. 


This book has been written out of the conviction 
that there is insufficient simple and practical lit. 
erature to guide the ordinary layman and ay. 
woman in their daily life. It contributes some 
positive suggestions that may help people in work- 
ing their own pattern of behavior. Some of 
the topics dealt with are: MONEY, THE CINEMA, 
FALLING IN LOVE, and PATRIOTISM. The author 
is a Congregational minister in England. He 
deals with a sense of balance in facing the problems 
of a Christian life. 





Portrait OF CALviIn. T. H. L. Parker. West- 
minster Press. $2.00. 


The unity of Calvin’s life is the broadening 
thread which this book follows with illuminating 
simplicity. It begins with the French Reformer’s 
boyhood, then discusses the university days when 
he first studied theology, then law and finally 
the Humanist Discipline of the Renaissance. It 
gives an absorbing story of Calvin’s scholarship, 
his love and talent for writing. For those who 
are familiar with the many books that have been 
written about Calvin, this one will be refreshing 
and serve as a useful compendium. It is truly a 
fascinating introduction to one of the towering 
figures in history. 





Love THe Lorp Tuy Goo. 
sema. Wm. B. Eerdmans. $3.00. 

This is the eighth volume by Dr. Hoeksema in 
a series of expositions of the Heidelburg Cate- 
chism. It is the first full-scale treatment the 
Catechism has received in more than a generation. 
This volume deals with such subjects as: “The 
Fruits of Good Works,’ ‘Regeneration and 
Conversion,” “The Law and the Christian,” 
“God Is Glorious,” “The Idea of the Sabbath,” 
and other items of the Christian faith. This work 
is valuable in the instruction of the people of God 
and the maintenance of the Reformed Faith. 


Herman Hoek- 





Why I Accept THE GENESIS RECORD. James 
Raymond Hand. Van Kampen Press. $.75. 


This volume was used first as a series of class- 
room lectures. It is written in simple language 
and obviously represents a great deal of research. 
It is stabilizing to Biblical faith and should prove 
helpful to young people who ask questions about 
the creation. 





A Licut TuHat SHINES IN DarK PLACES. 
Susan Eudy. Christopher Publishing House. $2.50. 


This is a devotional work based on Bible study. 
The author discusses such subjects as Creation, 
Adam and Eve and Their Marriage, The Serpent 
That Spoke As A Man, and the Genealogy and 
Life of Seth’s Generations. The author adopts 
many of the higher critical views of the Bible. 
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MAN POWER - THE CHURCH’S NEED* 







A large percentage of 
ministers, missionaries, 
and church workers 
come through church 
colleges. 









\USTIN PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
CO! UMBIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


LO’ ISVILLE PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S TRAINING SCHOOL 
FOR LAY WORKERS: 












These schools are vital 
to our Church’s future 





our Chureh needs: 


More ministers—To serve 312 new churches 





To be pastors for 150,000 new members 
To guide 1500 new Sunday school pupils 


To man 550 vacant churches 





Many more full-time church workers with professional 
training 





More missionaries to carry the Gospel to the world 


Presbyterians can encourage able young people to give their lives in 


the Church’s full-time service. 





Presbyterians also can help these schools by giving them the physical 


equipment, endewment, and current support to make them 


strong for the needs of today and the future. 





SENIOR COLLEGES 
Agnes Scott 

Wallace M. Alston, Pres. 
Decatur, Ga. 

Arkansas 

Paul M. McCain, Pres. 
Batesville, Ark. 

Austin 

John D. Moseley, Pres. 
Sherman, Tex. 

Belhaven 

R. McFerran Crowe, Pres. 
Jackson, Miss. 

Centre ' 

Walter A. Groves, Pres. 
Danville, Ky. 

Davidson 

John R. Cunningham, Pres. 
Davidson, N. C. 

Davis and Elkins 

David K. AlJlen, Pres. 
Elkins, W. 

Flora Macdonald 

Marshall a rres. 
Red vem A 

Hampden- Hobe 

Joseph C, bert, Pres. 
aan Sydney, Va. 

King 

R. T. ‘L.“Liston, Pres. 
Bristol, Tenn. 

Mary Baldwin 

Charles W. MacKenzie, Pres. 
Staunton, Va. 

Montreat 

J. Rupert McGregor, Poss. 
Montreat, N,. C. 
Presbyterian 

Marshall W. Brown, Pres. 
Clinton, S. C. 

Queens 

Edwin R. Walker, ‘Peek 2 
Charlotte, N,.C. } 
ws ; 
eyton N. Rhodes, Pres. ‘ 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Stillman 

Sam Burney Hay, Pres. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Westminster 

Robert L. D. Davidson, Pres. 
Fulton, Mo. 
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THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES 
Austin David L. Stitt, Pres. 


Austin, Tex. 
Decatur, Ga. 
Louisville, Ky. 
Richmond, Va. 
Richmond, Va. 


Columbia J. McDowell Richards, Pres. 


Frank H. Caldwell, Pres. 
Union Benjamin R. Lacy, Jr., Pres. 


Assembly’s Training School Charles E. S. Kraemer, Pres. 
For Lay workers 


Louisville 





PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF THE SOUTH 







Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 






JUNIOR COLLEGES 
Lees Junior 

Robert G. Landolt, Pres. 
Jackson, Ky. 

Lees-McRae 

Fletcher Nelson, Pres. 
Banner Elk, N. C. 
Mitchell 

John Montgomery, Pres. 
Statesville, N. C. 

Peace 

Wm. C. Pressly, Pres. 
Raleigh, N. C. 
Presbyterian Junior 
Louis C. LaMotte, Pres. 
Maxton, N. C. 
Schreiner 

Andrew Edington, Pres. 
Kerrville, Tex. 
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our PLESOYLELIAN coucariona wareniats 


The Bible, the inspired Word of God, is the basic book in Christian Edu- 
cation. It holds the central place in all the Church’s teaching program, 
Supplementary materials are used in Bible interpretation and application, 
The Bible and these supplementary materials form the basis of the written ( 
materials used in the church school. The Presbyterian Church, U.S. from 
its inception has considered the Bible as the keystone of its religious educa- 
tion program, and its materials are published to help Bible teachers and 
pupils interpret Bible truths and relate them to life. 


Christ spent most of His ministry teaching. By word and deed He revealed 
God in all His infinite power and love and purposes for man. He called the 
apostles in order to teach them, and then He sent them out to teach. Those 
who believed came into the fellowship of the Church, the risen Christ its 
living head. Teaching His followers was one of the primary tasks of Christ's 
earthly ministry, and the Church must be vitally concerned with her teaching 
ministry to those within and without her fellowship. 





The whole program of Christian teaching in our Church is dedicated to 
leading persons to know Christ as Lord and Saviour, to grow in the Christian 
life, and, increasingly, to identify themselves with Christian purposes and 
activities. 


The goals of Christian education are derived from our knowledge of the 
Bible and of the needs of persons. They are achieved by the use of the Bible 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. They are in accord with the theological 
system of our Church. | 





Your Board of Christian Education has published a beautifully illustrated, 
comprehensive brochure which will be distributed for the first time to the 
Commissioners of the ninety-fifth General Assembly. Its pages contain a 
description of all our approved church school curriculum materials as well 
as abundant helps for leaders and teachers. You may obtain a free copy simply 
by mailing the coupon below, completely filled in. 
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 


Please send me a copy “Our Presbyterian Literature.” BOARD OF 


Name | Christian 








na Education \. 


Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 


City 





Church 
Are you a minister? [] Superintendent? Q D.C.E? 








